
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present:             Members Absent: Others Present: 
Roger Willis, President 
Bob McKenzie, Vice President 
Dino Cotton, Secretary 
Terry Mullarkey, Treasurer 
John Balzer, Director 
Ryan Halleran, Director 
Rick Kesselman, Director  
 

            None 
             

Jenna Kohl, Community Executive Officer 
Neal Shearer, Community Operations Officer 
Doug Greenstein, Community Finance Officer 
Kristi Northcutt, Communications Director 
Dave Fermoile, Community Center Director 
Michele DeMichele, Special Events & ACB Operations Director 
Brian Duncan, Parks & Facilities Director 
Mark Sahl, Legal Counsel 
Jonathan Ebertshauser, Legal Counsel 
Tony Smith, Business Services Specialist 
Kim Bodary, Recording Secretary 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The Open Session of the Anthem Community Council (ACC) was called to order at 6:36 p.m.   

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ESTABLISH QUORUM 
President Willis established a Quorum with seven Board members present.  
 
ADOPT AGENDA 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to adopt the agenda. Treasurer Mullarkey seconded. Voting took 
place; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 25, 2017 Open Session. 
Secretary Cotton seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATIONS/AWARDS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Anthem Youth Advisory Council (AYAC) Announcements 
Avery Weiss and Ellie Clark updated the Board on the current AYAC projects. AYAC conducted a survey on what 
Anthem youth considers important and mental illness and sexual abuse were the top two topics. AYAC will be 
promoting awareness on these via social media and over school announcements. AYAC’s next goal is to prepare an 
action plan for their project and the mission is to spread awareness and to provide resources for mental illness. 
President Halleran inquired why they chose to apply to AYAC and Avery stated she would like to make a difference 
to her community and help peers better their choices and choose a better path.  
 

B. Recognition of Committee Volunteers 
The Board recognized committee volunteers Jim Cronk and Max Sommacampagna from the Community Planning 
and Development Committee (CPDC) and Enza Ciolino, Aaron Williams and Scott Zychowski from the Economic 
Development Committee (EDC). The CPDC is being discontinued as the master plan is complete and the EDC is  
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being reformed as the Business Support and Advocacy Committee. President Willis and Ms. Kohl thanked the 
volunteers for their valuable service to Anthem and the Board presented them with a certificate and gift of 
appreciation.  
 
STAFF REPORT 
Ms. Kohl summarized the staff report and shared the following: 

● Dec. 5: Public Safety Roundtable, 2 p.m., Civic Building 
● Holiday Hours: The Civic Building will be closed to residents from Dec. 23-Jan. 1 for holidays and 

maintenance/repairs. The building will reopen with NEW building hours on Jan. 2. Lap/Dive Pool: The lap 
pool is scheduled to be closed and drained for cleaning /repair starting Dec. 16; it will reopen Jan. 2. 

● The business awards have transitioned to the Chamber of Commerce; they will select award winners and 
present them at their holiday gala on Dec. 9.  

● The Economic Development Committee has been transitioned to the Business Support and Advocacy (BSA) 
Committee. Applications are being accepted for this committee. We are also seeking new members for the 
FaRM and Utilities Panel. 

● The Civic Building is now accepting meeting room reservations for 2018.  
● Dec. 17 will be the Community Center’s next family event, “Storytime with Buddie the Elf,” from 2-4 p.m. 
● The Skate Park fence was painted last month and the shade structure is installed. New benches will be 

installed and completed by the end of November. 
● Jan. 24: ACC Board of Directors meeting, 6:30 p.m., Civic Building. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT  
Mr. Greenstein summarized the Balance Sheet and Income Statement for the Board. He summarized the financial 
performance, fund balances, and collections activities.  He noted that the ACC’s monthly financial package has been 
upgraded to provide additional historical Balance Sheet information, graphs of operating and cost trends and 
summary variance reporting. The full disclosure financial statements are posted to the OnlineAtAnthem website as 
part of the documents supporting this open meeting. Mr. Greenstein encouraged all property owners to take the 
time to become familiar with our financial standing and results.    
 
UPDATE ON RESERVE STUDY REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Mr. Greenstein stated it has been five years since the ACC completed a reserve study to evaluate future 
maintenance, repair and infrastructure requirements. In 2018, we will conduct another study and we invited six 
reserve specialists and engineers to bid and five submitted bids. The FaRM committee recommended that we move 
forward with three finalist firms and interviews will be conducted the first week of December.  Once a firm has 
been selected, the anticipated start date will be the end of the first quarter in 2018 and reports will be available to 
the Board and to the community mid-summer. Mr. Greenstein thanked Ms. Dworak for her extensive work on this 
project. 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
Mel Kahn, resident, inquired when a decision will be made on the dog park location and Mr. Shearer stated in the 
first quarter of 2018. Mr. Kahn stated he thought a decision on the location would be made by December and 

Mr. Shearer stated that no official deadline was stated and that a location decision in the first quarter of 2018 

would keep the project on track to be completed in the third quarter 2019. 
 
COMMITTEE UPDATES AND ACTION ITEMS 
         A. Commercial Design Review Advisory Committee: Consider Moto City Signage Request 
Ms. Kohl stated we received a request from MotoCity to install two additional product signs on the north side of 
their facility at 4125 W. Summit Walk Court in Anthem’s Commerce Park. The CDRAC has reviewed Moto City’s 
request and most committee members did not object to the two additional signs, however, the majority of the 
members are concerned about future requests from other businesses for signage of a similar type and quantity. 
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Secretary Cotton inquired why they can’t merge the three signs into one sign and Mr. Smith responded stating they 
are three separate cabinets so it would still be considered three signs. 
 
Treasurer Mullarkey inquired if an LED sign is legal. Mr. Smith stated yes and Mr. Jenkins, one owner of Moto City 
stated he hadn’t thought of doing an LED sign. 
 
Secretary Cotton stated there are two Suzuki signs on the building and asked if one could be removed to make 
room for one of the new signs and Mr. Jenkins said that would work. 
 
Secretary Cotton stated that this business operates differently than other vendors which is why multiple signs are 
needed.  
 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve the request from MotoCity to remove one Suzuki sign 
and install two additional product signs (so net one sign) on their facility at 4125 W. Summit Walk Court in 
Anthem’s Commerce Park, granted for this business only, with approval to expire upon new ownership. 
Secretary Cotton seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed with four ayes (Balzer, Halleran, 
McKenzie, Cotton) and three nays (Mullarkey, Kesselman, and Willis). 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

A. Discuss Terms of Agreement with EPCOR for Water Hauling Station 
Ms. Kohl stated since Oct. 25, staff, Pulte, EPCOR and the ACC Board have worked to finalize a proposed lease 
agreement between the ACC and EPCOR for land located along Desert Hills Drive, for the purposes of a water 
hauling station to serve mainly residents of New River and Desert Hills who rely on hauled water for their 
properties. This agreement is the result of the work of many parties to support our neighbors in need in New River 
and Desert Hills. 
 
Mr. Day, Vice President of EPCOR’s Arizona Operations, summarized the background regarding the request and 
stated EPCOR is not doing this to make a profit but to help the residents of New River and Desert Hills in this dire 
situation. 
 
The Board invited resident comments: 

 Ron Jerich, Anthem resident, stated he’s in favor of helping our neighbors but is concerned how EPCOR gets 
the water. Mr. Day stated the water will be through the Anthem treatment plant, and it is a paper water 
transfer and EPCOR would claim less recharged credits. Mr. Jerich further stated that he thinks EPCOR will 
be profiting from this and Mr. Day stated the Arizona Corporation Commission prevents them from 
profiting from this and they are taking a big financial risk doing this. 

 Alan Muller, President of the New River/Desert Hills Community, stated they reached out to Mr. Day and 
other governmental agencies when they first heard the City of Phoenix was shutting the water off. Mr. 
Muller further stated that the EPCOR proposal is not the permanent answer; it is just the beginning to 
finding a long-term solution.  

 Julie Elliott, New River resident and President of the No Water No Life New River and Desert Hills 
Community Group, stated they met with an attorney yesterday and plan to go to the Board of Supervisors 
next June to establish a water district.  Ms. Elliott thanked EPCOR and the ACC for their help.   

 Delene Mahony, thanked Mr. Muller and the ACC for their support and asked if the Desert Hills and 17th 
Ave. site is the only one proposed. Mr. Day stated this site met all the criteria in order not to raise water 
rates.  

 Tina Doherty, Desert Hills resident, expressed her concern on home values decreasing, noise, traffic and 
safety concerns for children who live in the area and suggested 19th Ave. and Desert Hills would be a better 
site. Mr. Day stated the proposed site is the best option in order not to raise water prices.  

 Sal Cantelme, Desert Hills resident, stated he agreed with Ms. Doherty and expressed concern with bus 
stops, children and emergency vehicles. 
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 Michael Chambers stated he also agrees with Ms. Doherty and Mr. Cantelme, and stated Desert Hills and 
19th Ave. would be a better choice. 

 Brian Moore, Desert Hills resident, thanked the ACC and EPCOR. He stated his main concern was the 
location near the fire station and for safety reasons, he requested the site be moved west of the emergency 
access gate. 

 Greg Johnson, Desert Hills resident, inquired about the zoning of proposed property, the vote tonight and 
the number of trucks they expect each day at the site. 

 Gloria Gardner, New River resident, stated her concern about home valuations if they cannot get hauled 
water. 

 Keith Turner, Vice President of the New River and Desert Hills Water Community Group, stated water costs 
are expected to double in costs if this doesn’t go through which will be a huge financial hit to most 
residents. 

 James Cantelme, owner of 310 Dust Control, proposed running a water line from Anthem north along the I-
17 frontage road to a piece of property he’s in the process of buying. Mr. Cantelme further stated water 
would be purchased from EPCOR then stored in tanks for anyone to use. 

 
Vice President McKenzie inquired what the time and cost would be to Mr. Cantelme’s proposal and Mr. Cantelme 
responded it could take two weeks to install the pipe at a cost of approximately $200,000. 
 
Director Kesselman stated the capacity would not be enough and Mr. Cantelme stated they would start pumping at 
7:00 a.m. so tanks would be full and they would pump during the day. Director Kesselman inquired if EPCOR has 
been contacted regarding this proposal and Mr. Day stated they have spoken and they would be happy to consider 
any ideas. 
 
Treasurer Mullarkey inquired what New River/Desert Hills Water thought of this and Ms. Elliott stated this is the 
first they heard of this and it is exciting, but there are unknowns and she hoped the Council would proceed with the 
original proposal. 
 
The Board members thanked all those who have attended the Board meetings regarding this topic. 
 
Director Kesselman made a motion to approve the lease agreement with EPCOR, with a two-week period 
from execution of lease with either party having the option to void this lease within the two weeks, 
for the purposes of a water hauling station, and authorize staff to finalize the agreement language 
(including legal description) and execute the document, and authorize staff to work with the appropriate 
parties (EPCOR, Pulte, legal counsel) to execute any additional paperwork to move the project forward, as 
appropriate. Treasurer Mullarkey seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed with five ayes (Balzer, 
Mullarkey, Kesselman, Cotton and Willis) and one nay (McKenzie). 
 
Director Halleran recused himself from this discussion and therefore abstained from the vote. 
 
       B. Consider Approval of General Contractor for the Community Center Remodel Project 
Ms. Kohl stated at the previous meeting held on October 25, 2017, it was reported that the project cost for 
construction had exceeded the architect’s preliminary estimate prepared last February by approximately 
$275,000. A few factors contributing to this overage were:  project location, type of project and a highly 
competitive construction climate with manpower shortages.  As a result, the Board authorized staff to work 
diligently with RBI to pursue value engineering ideas in order to present an itemized list of detailed cost savings 
for consideration.   
 
Treasurer Mullarkey stated he was uncomfortable moving forward with a motion tonight until he has a clear 
indication of what the dollar amount is.  
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Vice President McKenzie stated he thought the most requested item upstairs was a restroom and he asked why 
staff is recommending that it be deleted. Mr. Shearer stated that a restroom was requested over the years but with 
the cost overrun, it was reevaluated and determined not to be as high of a priority.    
 
Treasurer Mullarkey made a motion to defer this to a special meeting to be held in December. Director 
Halleran seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consider Approval of Agreement with North Valley Posse for 2018 
Mr. Shearer stated the 2018 agreement continues the long-standing relationship with the North Valley Posse.  The 
contract is for a minimum of 2000 service hours and the ACC’s funding in the amount of $30,000 will reimburse the 
Posse for operating expenses. Mr. Shearer stated there are appropriate protections built into the contract for the 
CC and he thanked Tim Joyner from the Posse for his work on this agreement. 
 
Director Halleran made a motion to authorize the CEO to execute the Service Agreement with the Maricopa 
County Sheriff’s North Valley Posse for the period January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018. Vice 
President McKenzie seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:39 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kim Bodary 
On Behalf of the Anthem Community Council Board of Directors 


